FTAD(UARTERS TWENTIETE AIR FORCE
APO 234, c/o Postmaster
San Frencisco, California

GEVERAL ORDERS )
) : 16 Sentember 1945
. « « « . 65) SECTION II

AWARD OF THE DISTIVGUISHTD-FLYING CROSS (OAK-LEAF CLUSTER)~-By direction
of the President, under, the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 2 July
1926 (“ull &, WD, 1926), and pursuant to authority delezated by Headcuarters .
United Strtes Army Stratesic Air Forces in letter, file AG 323, subject: '"De~
finition of Administrative Responsibilies' dated 6 August 1945, announcement
is made of the award of the 3ronze Oak~Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished-Fly-
ins Cross to the following named officers:

Major ROBELT B MILLS, 0406425, 792nd Tombardment Souadron, 468th Jombard-
ment Croup, Air Corps, United Stotes Army. For extraordinary achievement while
participating in aerial flight, 14 August 195, as Flight Commander in the lead
ship of a formation of eleven I3-29's on a combat mission from bases in the Ma-
rianas asainst the naval arsenal at Hikeri, Japan. A radar approach was made
to the tarpet and the bombs were dronped visually. Desnite heavy enemy opno-
sition, the bombs were released with such effectiveness thet eighty-nine per
cent of them fell within a thousand-foot circle of the aiming point, causing :
zreat damese and destruction to this vital enemy installation. The courage,
daring and devotion to duty of Major MILLS, veteran of repeated assaults against
the Jepanese homeland, éontributed materially to the successful comnletion of
this mission and reflect great credit on himself and the Army Air Forces.

Major JAMES L PATTILLO, 0420937, 793rd Bombardment Squadron, 463th Jombard-
ment Group, Air Corps, United States Army. For extraordinary achievement while
participating in aerial flight 24 July 1945. Major PATTILLO w-s Scuadron Flight
Commander in the lead ship of a formation of nine P-29 bombers on a combat mis-
sion from bases in the Marianas against the Kawanishi airplane factory, a pre-
cision tarret at Takarazuka, Japan. They maintained excellent air discipline’
flyins a close formation from the assembly moint to the target, which was ap-
nroached on the briefed axis of attack. Eighty-seven per cent of the bombs
fell within 2 thousand-foot circle of the aiming point, causing great damage
ol dostruction. The coursae, doring and devotion to duty of Major PATTITIO,
veteran of repeated assualts against the Japanese homeland, contributed me- -
terailly to the successful completion of this mission and reflect great cre-
dit on himself and the Army Air Forces. )

Captain EUGENE L :ROWN, 0423507 (then First Lieutenant), lst Dombardment
Squadron, 9th Tombardment Group, Air Corps, United States Army. For extra-—
ordinary achievement while participating in a daylight strike from a base in
the Marianas arainst the Fokubu airfield, Japan, 26 Anril 1945. Captain
IHOWE, was Airnlanc Commender of a 7"-29 combat crew. Over the target, his
sircraft suffered several pressing fighter attacks which severely dameged ite
The fuel transfer system was shot out, one engzine was shot out, the main conﬁ»
trol cables were sevarely desmaged, the trim-tab cables were severed, and one .
borb bay door was so extensively damaged that it fell open and could not be °
closed. Captain TROVV set a course for Iwo Jima, although the wlene was in
a constant ten degree bank to the right. The main aileron control cable,
waich hsd been almost cut in half, was slowly breaking. ' after flying for
anproximately two hours, Cantain ROV found the aireraft harder and hnrder
to control. He had his men azain check their emergency ecuinment and then
ordored them to bail out. He remmined -t the controls, and after making cer-
s5i +hat 81l of the crew had left the vl=ne, he stood between the nilot and
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co-pilot seats, using both control columns to keep the vplane as level as
nossible. He then parachuted into the ocean. As a result of Captain -ROWN'S
couraze and calm direction during this emergency, all crew members were able
to escape from the =29 and ten of them ware later picked un by air-sea rescue
service. Captain Z“ROWN'S fortitude, technical skill, »né resourcefulness re-
flect sreat credit on himeelf and the Army Air Forces. ’

Cantain PAUL F DOSTALEI, O°OG5/3. 43rd Zombardment Scuadron, 29th “omberd-
nent Groun, Air Corps, United States Army. For extraordin~ry achievement while

- nmarticipating in aerial flight 29 July 1945. .Cantain DOSTALE was Airplsne

Commander of a -29 Superfortress flying from a base in the Marianas Islands
on a daring, low-level incendiary strike against the city of Ogaki, Janan.
Shortly after turninc onto the bomb run from-the initial point, Captain DOS-
PALEI'S aircraft was caught by a host of enemy searchlights. Numerous enemy
fishters attacked savagely. One fighter pressed extremely close inflicting
severe demesme on the airplane. Mwmber one énzine was riddled sith bullets

and twenty millimeter high exvlosive shells. It had to be feather-d. Tumber
two enzine's nropeller was hit and part of a blade was hurled with ~sreat force
into the bomb bay, where it cut through mumerous engine cables and instrument

'lines. The right wing and aileron were also severely damaged by machine gun

bullets. Rather than abort, he flew the badly crinpled plane through intense
flak and continuous fighter attacks to make a highly successful bombing run
on the immortant city. Deswite the severe damase, he flew the crippled air-
craft to its home base. The outstanding airmanship, and excentional devotion

. to duty displayed by Contain DOSTALEK, veteran of reveated assaults azainst

the Jananese homeland, reflect great credit on himself and the Army Air Forces.

Captain JAMES W WELCH, 0793209 (then First Lieutenant), 60th Tombardment
Scuadron, 39th Zombardment Group, .:ir Corps, United States Army. TFor extra-
ordinary achievement while particinating in aerial flight 5 June 19:5. Cop-
tain WZLCH was Airplane Commander of a 1-29 aircraft in the historic daylight
incendiary strike from a base in the lMarianas against the urban area of Yobe,
Japan. The formation of which his nlane was a part was subjected to intense
and. accurate concentrations of heavy caliber anti-aircraft fire. Numerous
enemy fishters pressed their attacks to extremely close cuarters in attempts to
break up the formation. On the bomb run his airplene received considersble
d=mege with a resultant loss of power from one engine. Desnite the fact thet
this drmate greatly increased his vulnerability to anti-aircraft fire and the
vicious fighter attacks, he resolutely continued on course and bombed the tor—
et with devastating results. The high degree of professional skill displayed
by- Cantain WELCH, veteran of repeated assaults against the Jomanese homeland,
his exemmlery courage and efficiency under fire, and his determinatior to carry
out the assigned mission reflect great credit on himself and the Army Air Forces.

‘First Lieutenant HERBERT R SWOW 0690328, 6lst Bombardment Sruadron, 39th
JSombardment Group, iir Corps, United States Army. For extraordinary achieve-
ment while particivating in aerial flight over Tokyo, Jeman, 24 May 1945.

'”Lleutenaﬂt SNOW was Pilot of a =29 sircreft assigmed to a night incendiary
strike from a base in the Marianas against the urban area of the Japanese

capital city. Disnlaying the utmost coolness, courage, and skill, he brought
nis ‘plane to the target throuch weather conditions of unusual adversity, enemy
izhter attacks, and continuously-mointed heavy anti-aircraft fitre that reached
the nroncrtlons of a barrage over the target, augmented by searchlishts and
narschute flares. In spite of this savage opnosition, he unswervinzly held
to the assirmed course, and bombed the target, withdrawing from the area
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through a storm of flak, The superior airmanship and skill, as well as the out-
standing courage and coolness displayed by Lieutenant SNOW, veteran of repeated
assaults against the Japanese homeland, on this occasion materially aided in a
mission which eontributed to the suceessful prosecution of the war, and reflect
great credit on himself and the Army Air Forcesa

First Lieutenant GORDON O SPICER, 02068880, 458th Bombardment Squadron,

20th Bombardment Group, 4ir Corps, United States Army. For extraordinary ache-
ievement while participating in aerial flight 13 July 1945. Lieutenant SPICER
was Radar Operator of a pathfinder B-29 aircraft on an incendiary bombing of -
Uwajima, Japan. The mission was flown from a base in the Marianas under rapidly
changing and adversd weather conditionse An electrical fire developed in the
plane shortly before reaching the Japanese Empire., After the fire was discover-
ed the crew stood by with their parachutes and emergency equipment preparmtory to
bailing out, until it was apparent that the flames could bs brought under con-
trol, They encounterecd a severe storm centered over the objective, but through
close cooperation they dropped their bombs with accuracy. &Lnemy anti-aireraft
opposition was encountered along the entire bomb run, but his plane emerged un-
scathed, and successfully made the trip through the severe weather back to its
base in the Marianas. 4is a member of this outstanding crew, Lieutenant SPICER
has struck repeatedly against high priority targets in the enemy homeland and,

by his outstanding ability, courage and resolute devotion to duty, reflects great
credit on himself and the Army Air Forcese.

Seecond Lieutenant AUBREY .. HODGE, 0886922, I58th Bombardment Squadron, 330th
Bombardment Group, 4ir Corps, United States Armmy. For extraordinary achievement
while participating in aerial flight on 9 August 1945. Lieutenant HODGE was
Radar Observer on a B-29 airplane in a daylight strike against Nakajima aireraft
factory, a high priority target near the eity of Tokyo, Japans The long and haz=-
ardous over-water mission was flown through changing and adverse weather eondit-
ions and with the ever present danger of ditching their plane many mileg at saa
in enemy waters. He encountered severe turbulence and rainstorms when they had
to penctrate two tropical weather fronts which lay on their route, but managed
to keep on their briefed course. Just after reaching the Japanese coastline,
overheating of number one engine made it nscessary to cut nearly all power on
that engine. Upon reaching the initial point and turning on their briefed bomb
run in formation, it was necessary to further deerease their power on number three
engine to correct a difficulty developed by the increased high power being used.
Displaying outstanding airmanship and resolute determination to carry out their
assigned task, this crew maintained their position in formation and dropped their
bombs successfully on the briefed targete Intense and heavy anti-aireraft fire
was encountered on the bomb run and hreak-away, but the crew successfully made
their way back to their home base in . the Marianas withagfurther damageto thoir
aircraft or injury to any crew member. Lieutenant HODGE has struck repeatedly -t
high priority targets in the enemy homeland and, by his courage, outstanding L
ability, and sineere dcvotion to duty, reflects great credit on himself and the
army Lir Forcesa
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